Hemostasis in schistosomiasis mansoni.
Hemostasis was studied in 18 patients with the hepato-intestinal form of Schistosomiasis mansoni and in 23 with the hepato-splenic form. Both groups are compared referring to alterations found. The relations between plasmatic coagulation factors and hepatocytic function tests are studied. In 6 patients the explorations were repeated after administration of hycanthone. In the patients with the hepato-splenic form, the presence of chronic consumptive coagulophathy was found. The coagulopathy disappeared either by treatment with heparine or by splenectomy. This observation points out the importance of splenomegaly in the development of chronic consumptive coagulopathy, and may be an important factor in indicating splenectomy in a patient with portal hypertension due to Schistosomiasis mansoni.